Table 1 Research Process and Rationale

	
	Research process
	Rationale and details on data collection

	1. 
	Select four planting sites in reserves where existing community greening group volunteers are active (see descriptions below).
	Better supporting the existing community groups through trialling ways of recruiting volunteers was an aim for this study. Community group leaders provide feedback on the trial, help choose planting sites, attend planting evenings, and publicise their community group through communications for the trial.

	2. 
	Send a letter to 25–30 households around the selected planting site, inviting them to take part in a trial and informing them:

· That if they did not want to take part, they should email/phone us by a certain date.

· When and how they would receive their three plants.

· That there would be a ‘planting evening’ where they could join their neighbours in doing their planting, and that a park ranger and a member of the local community greening group would be available to help them with their planting.

· That they are invited to join a Facebook group, set up for the trial.
	There were two methods of delivery of the plants:

1) Plants delivered the day prior to the planting evening to all participants,  asking them to bring the plants to the planting evening themselves.


2) Those attending the planting evening receive plants at the event; plants delivered to the remainder of participants who did not attend planting evening.   

Opportunity to investigate whether delivering plants before a planting evening encourages attendance. All plants were tagged so that plantings could be attributed to particular households.

	3. 
	Set up Facebook groups.


	Monitoring the Facebook group pages provided data on whether it is a good tool for encouraging participation and engagement in community greening.

	4. 
	Some people opt out.
	Data collected from those opting out; participants requested to provide a brief explanation for why they chose to opt out.

	5. 
	Planting evening.
	Observations made and photos taken at planting evening regarding who attended and basic description of interactions.

	6. 
	Participants plant after the planting evening.
	If people did not attend the planting evening event, they were invited to do the planting in the designated site at their convenience.

The number of households that planted can be counted, and data on which households planted can be collected.

	7. 
	Participants encouraged to water and weed their plants.
	On-going care of the plants is one indication of willingness to make a greater contribution to community greening.

	8. 
	Participants contribute to other community greening activities via a local community group.
	Potential for people to join these groups and become ‘permanent’ volunteers after the trial – this would be one indication of the broader success of the trial.


